Teen volunteers received Passavant Hospital Auxiliary scholarships

Morgan Visconti volunteered on 5-PAV, a patient
care unit focused on orthopedics. A 2019 graduate
of Shaler Area High School, she will attend Seton
Hill University to become a physician’s assistant.

Jay Mahajan, pictured at near left, volunteered over
three years in the Physical Therapy Department, helping
to escort patients to and from their therapy appointments. A 2019 graduate of North Allegheny, he will
study computer science at the University of Illinois
– Urbana Champaign and is considering a career in
which he can use technology to encourage rehabilitation activities and enhance communication for patients
with speech and language difficulties.
Each received a $2,500 scholarship.

Honoring extraordinary individuals
who embody a Legacy of Caring
Passavant Hospital Foundation will host its annual
Legacy of Caring Gala on Thursday, September 26 at
DoubleTree by Hilton Pittsburgh–Cranberry.
We will honor those who have served long and well to make UPMC Passavant
a world-class hospital.
Scott Celin, MD
Head and Neck Surgery, UPMC Passavant;
28 Years of Service
Dr. Celin has been with UPMC Passavant since
1991 as an ENT Physician and member of the
division of Head and Neck
Surgery. He has held multiple
leadership positions, including
Chair of Head and Neck Surgery,
Medical Staff President, MEC
Secretary/Treasurer, member
of the Bylaws Committee and
Medical Executive-at-Large. His energy and
dedication to excellence in patient care is
hard to duplicate.
Daniel Duker, MD
Chief of Anesthesia, UPMC Passavant;
47 Years of Service
Passavant Hospital opened its doors in
February of 1964, and Dr. Duker was hired
and joined Passavant in April
of 1964. After 47 years of
service, Dr. Duker retired
in 2009. Dr. Duker was the
first Chief of Anesthesia in a
department he founded and
developed for 37 years.
Dr. Duker has served on the Passavant Board
of Trustees, as well as being a leader in and
out of the operating room.
Irene Eberz, BSN, RN
Senior Professional Nurse II 5 PAV, Orthopedics,
UPMC Passavant; 35 Years of Service
Irene started at Passavant in
1986 as a Registered Nurse
and is now a Senior Professional Staff Nurse II. She was
co-lead for the UPMC
Passavant Informatics Team
and very influential in the

t

Sneha Padamati, pictured at far left, volunteered in
the Cardiac Cath Lab and the Breast Imaging Center
over the course of two years. A 2019 graduate of
Seneca Valley High School, she will attend the
University of Pittsburgh this fall and plans to go
on to medical school.

success of Infusion Interoperability at UPMC
Passavant. One co-worker reports a feeling
of relief while working alongside Irene because
she is always available and willing to assist.
Marge Hammer
Volunteer Services, UPMC Passavant;
50 Years of Service
Marge has volunteered her service at UPMC
Passavant for 50 years! Her wit and sense
of humor keep the volunteer
office going. She is welcoming
to new volunteers, a very hard
worker, and unbelievably
reliable. She has indirectly
helped countless departments by working behind
the scenes, and is an inspiration to all.
Philip Iozzi, DO
Absolute Primary Care, UPMC Passavant,
Cranberry; 19 Years of Service
Dr. Iozzi opened his practice in Cranberry
Township in 2001. Now it is part of UPMC
Passavant, Cranberry. He
is an advocate for UPMC
Passavant in Cranberry and
the Butler County community.
He has served on many
committees, including Utilization Review and Medical
Records, as well as representing the Medical
Executive Committee on the Cranberry
Campus. He has developed clinical protocols,
incident to billing flow, quarterly education
sessions and meetings. He is dedicated to the
care of the Cranberry Township Community.
Linda M. Kurta, BSN, RN
Patient Access Team, UPMC Passavant;
44 Years of Service
Linda has been a UPMC Passavant Nurse
since 1975 and exemplifies the values of

UPMC Passavant. She is
extremely positive, brings
the best out in those around
her, and is never too busy to
help. Linda coined the motto,
“6 West, The Best!”

“I’m impressed,” Regis said. “Passavant did a great job.”

Rich was released from a non-UPMC
hospital, even though he still could
not talk or swallow. “We weren’t given
a roadmap. We were just sent on our
way. We had no idea what to do next,”
Sally said.

Mary McLaughlin, MSN, RN, ONC
Programmatic Nurse, UPMC Hillman Cancer
Center at UPMC Passavant; 20 Years of Service
Mary plays a vital role at UPMC Passavant and
is the glue that has held the Cancer Center
together since 1999. She leads
many of our oncology community
events, including Colon Cancer
Screenings, the Celebration of
Survivorship, National Ovarian
Cancer Walk and Strides Against
Breast Cancer. She also spearheads a multi-institutional nursing research
project to assist women with cancer to become
their own self advocate to care.
Donna Ottoviani, MSN, RN
Vice President of UPMC Community Medicine;
23 Years of Service
Ms. Ottoviani served as Executive Administrator
for the physician practices under UPMC
Passavant with responsibility for the communitybased primary care and specialty
practices. She currently serves
as Vice President for UPMC
Community Medicine, Inc.
(CMI) and has held a variety
of leadership positions within
CMI. She’s focused on creating
a primary care network centered around
patients with models of care and expanded
access.
Honoring the Legacy of Matthew Morrow
Senior Manager in Information Services,
UPMC Passavant; 20 Years of Service
Whenever a computer issue arose at UPMC
Passavant, the doctors, nurses and staff were
quick to call on Matt, who was always able to
fix the problem with a
creative mix of expertise,
kindness and humor.
Matt, pictured here with
his son, CJ, was a
shining example
of someone who
truly personified a
Legacy of Caring.
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Regis Kuntz, 68, was rushed to UPMC Passavant for
emergency treatment when he suffered a stroke in
August. Pictured at left, Regis undergoes physical
therapy to strengthen his left leg, which was affected
by the stroke. Cheering him on are, left to right, Linda
Yelen, BSN, RN, Quality Nurse Coordinator, Regional
Stroke Coordinator at UPMC Passavant; Jon Landis,
MD, FACEP, Chairman, Department of Emergency
Medicine at UPMC Passavant; and Cindy Emminger,
organizer for the annual Stroke Survivor Dinner.

To regain his ability to swallow, Rich
tried outpatient therapy before
resorting to a skilled nursing facility.
“Outpatient therapy was ill-equipped
to deal with Rich’s limitations, and the
therapist at the nursing home was very
pessimistic and discouraging,” Sally
said. “He said if Rich couldn’t talk by
now, he never would.”

Experience a
Legacy of Caring
Passavant Hospital Foundation has a legacy of
supporting our patients before, during and after
hospitalization. The Foundation offers patients
and their families a variety of free programs and
workshops beyond their hospital stay.
4th Annual Stroke Survivor Dinner
Two summers ago, 72-year-old Richard
Stritzinger was found unconscious on
his front porch by a neighbor. He had
suffered a stroke and his prognosis
looked grim.
“He wasn’t expected to live,” said
his wife, Sally. “His right side was
profoundly affected. He couldn’t talk

or swallow. I was told to think about
end-of-life care.”
Stroke is the leading cause of adult
disability and the fifth-leading cause
of death in the United States.
But Rich was lucky. Within days, he
began to walk. Soon after that, he
was able to raise his arm. “We were
so happy,” Sally said.

Rich developed a severe urinary tract
infection at the nursing home and was
sent to UPMC Passavant for treatment.
While there, therapists helped him
re-learn how to swallow, and Sally
was referred to a stroke support group
that helped her connect with others
experienc-ing similar challenges. Rich
and Sally also were invited to attend
UPMC Passavant’s Stroke Survivor
Dinner on May 14.
The free annual event celebrates
patients’ survival and provides support
for coping, recovering, and preventing
another stroke.
“When we face difficult circumstances,
we can either elect to be a survivor or
a victim. Our choice will determine the
road that lies ahead of us,” said
Jonathan Landis MD, FACEP, Chairman,
Department of Emergency Medicine
at UPMC Passavant-McCandless and
Cranberry. “The Stroke Survivor event
Continued on next page
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The Foundation, in partnership with CCAC, provides
free health and wellness programs to the community

Experience a Legacy of Caring, continued from previous page
provides us the opportunity to
recognize the living, breathing, comeback stories of our stroke survivors.”

Cancer survivor support abounds
at the 8th Annual UPMC Passavant
Celebration of Survivorship

Eighty-five people attended this year’s
event, which included dinner, a keynote speaker, door prizes and more
at the Passavant Hospital Foundation
Conference Center and Legacy Theatre
in Allison Park.

As doctors prepared Al Dourlain, 55,
for surgery to mend an injured finger
in 2014, a pre-operative chest x-ray
revealed he had lung cancer. “At that
moment, everything changed,” Al said.

At that event, Sally and Rich found
what had eluded them for so long.
“We met awesome people there. We
got pointers. We met someone who
had speech issues like Rich, and he
told us it took him four years to regain
his speech. He told us not to give up.
It gave us hope,” Sally said. “We’ll
definitely be back next year.”
Linda Yelen, BSN, RN, Quality Nurse
Coordinator, Regional Stroke Coordinator
at UPMC Passavant, is grateful to
Passavant Hospital Foundation. “If it
wasn’t for the continued support of
the Foundation, this dinner would not
have been as successful,” she said.

He would never be able to return
to the career he loved as a heavyequipment operator, and he comes
to UPMC Passavant every 21 days to
receive immunotherapy — a regiment
he must continue for the rest of his
life. He gets his strength through his
family, the oncology staff of UPMC
Hillman Cancer Center at UPMC
Passavant and those he meets each
year at the UPMC Passavant Celebration of Survivorship event.
More than 475 cancer survivors and
guests enjoyed this year’s celebration,
which consisted of dinner, live music,
basket raffles, and more on June 28
at La Roche University’s Kerr Fitness
Center. Instead of activities, breakout
sessions and a keynote speaker, like
usual, this year’s celebration invited all
attendees to share their stories, tears,
laughter, love and encouragement with
one another. Master of Ceremonies was
cancer survivor Bill Hogle, a UPMC Hillman
Cancer Center at UPMC Passavant Unit
Director and oncology nurse.
“The Celebration of Survivorship is a
wonderful event. We look forward to
”
it every year,” said Al Dourlain’s
wife, Joelle. “We never dreamed
we’d be on this path.
But we know we’re not
alone in this journey.
We’ve met so many
people at the event
and have received
so much support.
I don’t know how
we’d be here
today without it.”

Foundation’s education
offerings reached
thousands throughout
the community
In the first six months of 2019, the
Foundation offered 54 classes and
events which were attended by a
total of 5,332 members of our
community, completely free of
charge. These events included:
n

n

n

Wellness Wednesdays
The Foundation joins forces with
Club Julian Fitness Center in Ross
Township to provide wellness
programs to the general public.
Recent offerings included the
Do’s and Don’ts of Exercise, Lymes
Disease, acupuncture, hearing
screenings and Senior Fitness Day.
Classes at Community College
The Foundation partners with
CCAC North Campus to provide a
wide variety of health and wellness
education programs for the public.
The sessions are interactive and
provide continuing education
credits. Classes have included
“Save Your Shoulder: Surgical &
Nonsurgical Treatments for
Shoulder Pain” by orthopedic
surgeon John M. Richmond, MD;
“Update in the Management of
Breast Cancer” by Terri-Ann
Gizienski, MD, MPH; Priscilla
McAuliffe, MD, PhD; Kiran Mehta,
MD and Jennifer Osborn, MD; and
“Update in Pulmonary Medicine” by
pulmonologist Peter Kochupura, MD.
Injury Prevention Discussions
at local high schools and camps
UPMC Passavant staff nurses
Jeanmarie Daugherty, RN, CEN,
and Donna Galbraith, BSN, RN,
CEN, visited 11 high schools and
camps to offer tips for student
athletes to prevent sports injuries.
Total attendance was 3,450.

Physicians, clinicians and researchers will provide up-to-date medical information in layperson’s terms during a variety of upcoming interactive sessions.
Classes will be held at CCAC North Campus in McCandless. All are free of
charge. Registration is required by calling 412-788-7546.
Hip and Knee Pain: Diagnosis and Treatment
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 – 8:30 PM

YEB-345-1450

William D. Abraham, MD, orthopedic surgeon and fellowship-trained joint reconstruction
specialist with Tri Rivers Musculoskeletal Centers, will lead this interactive session which
covers the entire spectrum of hip and knee pain care, including arthritis, conservative
treatment plans, injection therapy, and surgical options, including joint replacement.

Back Pain Management
Tuesday, October 15, 2019

6:30 – 8:30 PM

YEB-346-1450

This interactive seminar discusses the treatment and management of back pain. Speakers
are Robert L. Bailey, MD, Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Neurosurgery at UPMC
and Edward Heres, MD, Center for Pain Management at UPMC Passavant.

Stroke and Rehabilitation
Tuesday, November 19, 2019

6:30 – 8:30 PM

YEB-347-1450

This seminar will review the signs of stroke and the comprehensive rehabilitation program
that occurs afterward. Speakers are Nate Schomburg, PT, MPT, NCS; Carmen Scolieri,
OTR/L, CPAM: Denise Sponcer, RN, MSN, NEA-BC, CRRN; Lisa Myers, MA CCC/SLP; and
UPMC Passavant Rehab Services.

Patients at the UPMC Hillman Cancer Center at
UPMC Passavant received blankets, handwritten
cards and drawings to lift their spirits as part of
the Subaru Loves to Care program in conjunction
with Passavant Hospital Foundation and the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Pictured above
is Lee Baierl, from the Baierl Subaru dealership in
McCandless, presenting oncology patient Stacy
Martin with one of the blankets donated through
the program. Also pictured is Heidi Robinson,
MSN, RN, of UPMC Hillman Cancer Center at
UPMC Passavant, far right.

“How Futile is Futile?”
Passavant Hospital Foundation announced 19 grants Medical Ethics Conference
Passavant Hospital Foundation
continues to improve patient
diagnosis, treatment, comfort and
safety, as well as enhance the working
environment for hospital personnel
by funding proposals submitted by
hospital staff members for their
departments. This year, in partnership
with the Passavant Hospital Auxiliary
and the Hospital, the Foundation
helped provide $240,023 in grant
money for projects including:

n

n

n

TJ’s Treasure Chest, a reward/prize
initiative in the Emergency Department to comfort and distract children
during difficult emergency treatments.
A high-performance tablet
ultrasound system for the Cardiac
Cath Lab and Cardiovascular Lab.
Community Drug Take-Back
Program Drop Box for patients and
the community to safely dispose of
unwanted medications.

Occupational therapy patients enjoy a Spring Extravaganza
The Occupational Therapy Department at UPMC Passavant celebrated
spring with 80 therapy patients and
their family members during the
“Spring Extravaganza.” Attendees
competed in fun games, won exciting
prizes, dyed eggs, and took selfies
with family and staff.

“Events like this are a real highlight for
the patients during their recovery here
at UPMC Passavant,” said Rehab Unit
Supervisor Gabby Mosso, MOT,
OTR/L, CPAM. “I’m grateful that we’re
able to continue our partnership with
Passavant Hospital Foundation to
bring happiness to the patients!”

At what point does medical treatment
become non-beneficial for patients at
end-of-life? What obligations do
health care providers have?
“Bedside care providers face ethical
dilemmas at the bedside regularly,”
said Maggie Lattanzio, MSN, RN, CCRN,
Programmatic Nurse Specialist, Cardiovascular Services, UPMC Passavant.
Two hundred health care professionals
and clinicians attended a seminar
entitled, “How Futile is Futile? An
Ethical Discussion of Nonbeneficial
Medical Treatment,” at the Passavant
Hospital Foundation Conference
Center & Legacy Theatre in May.
Participants discussed health care
obligations, the impact of spirituality
on decision making, navigating
conflict, and legal implications for
end-of-life patients. The event was
led by a group of legal, medical and
spiritual experts.

